negotiations between bioprospec-
tors and local people—especially in-
digenous groups—the playing field
is far from level. In addition, most
countries fack adequate laws to reg-
ulate commercial use of plant, ani-
mal, and marine substances.

“Discovery of new drugs for the
benefit of humanity is completely
legitimate,” says Lucfa Gallardo of
Accién Ecolégica, an Ecuadorian
environmental organization calling
for a moratorium on bioprospect-
ing. “But we oppose what’s behind
that rescarch, which is the drive
for patents and establishing exclu-
sive, monopoly rights to biological
resources.”

Nélida Gémez, 2 specialist in
natural-product chemistry at the
Smithsonian Tropical Research In-
stitute, says bioprospectors must
understand 2 plant’s ecology to
minimize damage from collecting,
and governments must develop
sound policies with input from
legal experts, scientists, and indige-
nous people.

Such policies may be a long way
off. But the ayahuasca case, says
CIEL’s Wiser, “has taken on a very
significant importance” in drawing
attention to the practice of patent-
ing nature. —Barbara J. Fraser
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pant in Gardner’s hamet@'vvn C}frj"v
__Omaha, where ASARCQO operated
one of the country’s largest lcad By

fineries for almost 10

”succcsaﬁul lawsuit by local citizens,”

he multibitlion=dollar mining com-
pany shut down its Omaha plantin -
997. The refinery is no more, but

s toxic legacy—lead, zitic, and ar-
. seni¢ -discharged inito the soil and
~ protndwater—remains, “More than

one third of all children tested inthe

Ar€a mear the plant have lead poison-

ing,” says Gardner, chair of the Sierra
Club’s Missouri Valley Group:
Nationwide, 4.4 percent of pre-
schoolers—890,000 children—suffer
from lead poisoning, a condition that
has been linked to learning disabili-
ties, reduced 1Q and attention span,

72 f your home was built before 1978, it
probably contains lead-based paint. Any
child under age six who may have been ex-
posed to it should have a blood lead test.
Keep areas where thildren‘play dust-free
and clean by wipihg surfaces with scap and
warm water. Do not attempt to remove
lead-based paint yourself. The Alliance to
£nd Childhood Lead Paisoning provides
more suggestions online at www.aecip.org.
These tips can help reduce ongoing lead
exposure, but stopping the lead-poisoning
epidemic requires legislative action. Ask
your senators to support the Lead Poisoning
Expense Recovery Act of 1999 (5. 1821), a hill
that would allow the federal government to
recover cleanup and medical costs from
manufacturers of lead-based paint. (See “"Ex-
press Yourself,” page 88, for addresses.)

~ stunted growth, and aggressive behav-

ior. While industrial facilities such as
the ASARCO plant—and 70 percent of
Superfund sites—pollute surrounding
communities with lead, most children
are poisoned by lead-based paint and

Continned on page 23




Continued from page 21
lead-contaminated dust in their own
homes. Lead paint was banned for res-
idential use in 1978, but it persists in
almost two-thirds of U.S. houses.

“Lead poisoning is onc of the
most common environmental health
problems for children,” says Bruce
Lanphear, a pediatrician at Children’s
Hospital Medical Center in Cincin~
nati. “Elcvated blood levels of lead
have an adverse effect on virtually
every organ in the body.”

Poor children are eight times more
likely to be poisoned than those from
more-aftfluent families, while African-
American children are five times more
likely to be poisoned than white chil-
dren. In an effort to combat this envi-
ronmental injustice, the Missouri
Valley Group held two community
workshops in November with free lead
screening for children and tips for par-
ents on how to keep their homes and
vards lead-free. The same month, the
group drew 150 people to a town-hall
meeting to discuss legislation that
would climinate residential lcad haz-
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ards and to consider ways to pressure
ASARCQO to clean up its mess.
Momentum is growing to make
companies and landlords take respon-
sibility for lead hazards. Senators
Robert Torricelli (D-NJ.) and Jack
Reed (D-R.1.) have introduced a bill
{S. 1821) that would allow the federal
government to sue manufacturers of
lead-based paint for the costs of pro-
viding housing, education, and med-
ical care to victims of lead poisoning.
In October, Rhode Island became the

first state to sue the makers of lead
paint for the cost of treating affected
children and cleaning up homes.
Massachusctts already requires land-
lords to clean up lead hazards, and ac-
tivists in other states are lobbying their
legislators to pass similar laws.

Last year, thanks to the efforts of
Wisconsin Citizen Action (WCA),
Milwaukee enacted the Community
Lead Safe Zones ordinance, which re-
quires pre-1950 rental units in two
central-city neighborhoods to be in-
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spected within a year. (Homes built be-
fore 1978 often contain lead paint;
those built before 1950 almost always
do.) Landlords who have maintained
their properties well—by cleaning up
flaking and peeling paint, for exam-
ple—will be reimbursed by the city for
the costs; those who haven’t will shoul-
der much of the expense themselves.

“This ordinance is unique because -
it’s targeted to the parts of the city
where it can do the most good, and be-
cause it puts the onus on landlords to
get their act together,” says Larry Marx,
WCA'’s executive director.

A landlord’s association spent tensof
thousands of dollars fighting the ordi-
nance, but activists prevailed by enlist-

ing the parents of poisoned kids to

deliver a powerful message: Stop using
children as lead detectors. “We let chil-
dren live in toxic houses, then act
shocked when they have clevated
blood levels of lead,” says pediatrician
Lanphear. “We necd to screen houses
for lead rather than use children as ca-
naries in coal mines.” —Jennifer Hattam

Banking on a
Green Economy

wironmentalists now have an
@ opportunity to put their money
where their principles are. Founded
two years ago in Hwaco, Washington,
Shorebank Pacific assures customers
their money will support businesses
that use conservation measures to in-
crease profits.

Through its EcoDeposits program
{with assets of $11 million), Shorebank
Pacific extends credit to companies that
reduce waste and pollution, embrace
energy efficiency, use sustainable-
forestry methods, or invest in re-
source-saving technology. The bank is
a partnership between Shorebank
Corporation of Chicago, one of the na-
tion’s most successful community-de-
velopment institutions, and EcoTrust,
a conservation group based in Portland,
Oregon. Its mission is to build a “con-
servation cconomy” in the Pacific
Northwest by helping rural communi-
ties move away from resource-deplet-
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